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Ko. Of all created things the 
Ny loveliest, 
And most divine are 
children. 
= William Canton 


October 1998 





Dear children, 


You must have come across the word “KALKI”. Its not only the name of 
the tenth avatar of Lord Vishnu but also the pen name of Krishnamurthy — a 
{great writer, patriot and social reformer. 

He was the frst person to write historical romances in Tamil, besides many 
other novels with a social background. 

He gave his pen name to the journal he started way back in 1941. He 
loved children and there was a special section fot them in KALKI. It is this 
section that has over the years, turned into the GOKULAM magazine that you 
are now holding in your hands. GOKULAM, as you know is published in 
Tamil also, Sri Sadasivam, a close friend of Krishnamurthy, and who helped 
him to start the journal KALKI, was responsible forthe flowering of GOKULAM 
also, ’ 


“KALKI Krishnamurthy was a freedom fighter, and experienced the rigours 
ofimprisonment thrice. He utilised his pen to instil the spirit of freedom in the 
hearts of Tamils and also to eradicate social evils. He was also one of those 
responsible for the renaissance of the ancient arts and culture of Tamil Nadu. 
His articles, editorials and cultural reviews were read with great relish. Fiction 
or non-fiction, he never wrote anything without a purpose, 


This is the birth centenary year of “KALKI” Krishnamurthy, the founder of 
this organisation and a committe of outstanding personalities has been formed 
to celebrate the centenary in a fitting manner, 

KALKI’ believed and proved by setting an example, that when one has 
the interest of the nation always at heart, he will never go wrong! Moreover, 
he will do his duty with verve, zest and devotion. 

Let us follow his precept and thus pay homage to a 
great son of India. 
Love, 


\ysae- 


Kk. RAJENDRAN 
Editor. 
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Global village 


1 am studying in 


Tashkent, Uzbekistan, | am 


in Chennai for the summer 

holidays, | received IR 
‘Gokulam’ as gift on B 

Ganesh Chathuct day fom 

ny father, | like it very much, 

My school has students 

from various countries like 

the USA, Bangladesh, Pakistan, S. Korea 
and India. My class teacher, Mr, Terry 
Nichols, is from Alaska, His assistant Mrs, 
Farida is fom Usbekistan I is world un- 
der one roof. 





R. Balajee, age 7, 
Tashkent Int, School, Uzbekistan. 


Viewpoint or 
letter box? 


How should | send my atticles? On 
post card, inland letter or by cover? Also, 
what is the difference between Viewpoint 
and letter box? Some of the views ex: 
pressed in letter box seem like viewpoint, 

K. Vidhya, age 16, 


AEC School, 
Kalpakkam. 

Dear Vidhya, 
Sometimes the views expressed may be 
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* A classroom in Uzbekistan 


con very serious topics. They merit imme: 
dlate attention of the reacler, Then they 
are published in the letter box column. 
Views that can be debated! by chilchen 
«are published in Viewpoint column. 

—Fd. 





Publish, please! 


My brother and | sent an article each. 
The editor has published my brother's ar- 
ticle, My brother irritates me all the time 
showing off his article. He also says "Your 
article will never be published.” What shall 
| do? 

Sudipta Nandi, age 10, 
St. Agnes School, 
Kharagpur. 


Dear Sudipta, 
Perhaps your article was not ypto the 
mark. Anyway, you can show this letter 
3 





to your brother to prove that your writing 
too is welcomed by Gokulam. — Ed. 


Us you have trouble with your kid sister 
when you are playing a video game, here's 
a way out 
My five - year - old sister wanted to 
play the video game. | picked up a joy 
stick (not connected to the video) and 
gave it to her. [stood behind her. I used 
iy joy stick that was connected to the 
video. She fiddled with the joy tick while 
I played the game. She was so pleased 
that she was playing the game. My mother 
appreciated my idea. My sister was alo 
satisfied. 
G. Navneeth, Std IV, 
Bharatiya Vidhya Bhavan, 
Kumarapuram, Trivandrum 


Cross over Crossword 


| had sent you my full address along 
with my crossword puzzle. Yet you did 
‘not publish it. Why? 
V. Saranya, Vill Std, 
4 


St. Joseph of Cluny, GHSS, 
Pondicherry. 
Dear Saranya, 

Your Crossword puzale was not se- 
lected probably because it was not upto 
the mark, Try again, 

— Fa. 


Gokulam, please! 


I have been a Gokulam reader and 
‘buyer forthe past five years. Now | am 
unable to get it from my ‘paper’ boy. He 
says that he is not able to get Gokulam. 
Please suggest a way of buying Gokulam. 

S. Jemimah, 
Trichy 
Dear Jemimsh, 

You can subscribe tot. Filin the sub» 
seiption form and send in a DD/MO for 
the magazine. It wil be sent to you by 
post. Thank you lor your interest in the 
magazine. We hope there are plenty of 
readers lke you out there. 

—Fa 


Prioritise and win 


1K students must excel in sports then 
we must channalse our energies in that 
direction ony, Talented sportsmen may just 
have to reconsider opting for studies to 
ames. If they gave prioity to games we 
‘would have sportsmen who excel in world 
Sports. 


G. Kishore, age 15, 
Ratna Jr. College, Hyderabad. 
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their way home from school 
Jone afternoon Brother Undir 
announced, “Look! There's a 


new pizza place! Look!” He shook Sis- 
ter to get her attention. “Aren't you in- 
terested?” he demanded, Sister looked. 
Sure, she was interested. Which child 
did not like pizzas? "Will you ask Mama 
to bring us here tonight? Please?” 
‘begged Brother. 

“il think about it” said Sister, teas 
ing him, 

‘As soon as they got home 
Brother Undir began to nudge 
Sister. Mama Undir was home 
early, “Hmm P-I-T-2..." he 
hinted. Sister pretended not to 
understand. She was enjoying 
herself. "Come on...” he nud- 
ged her again. “Hey, shouldn't 
‘we wash up and finish our 
milk?” Sister asked, 
changing the topic 

That made Mama 
Undir look up. Sister never, 
absolutely never, volunteered 
to drink milk, Mama guessed 
that something was up. 

‘And poor Brother, He 


UNDIR STORY 


be bringing some fresh vegetables just 
now. He promised to get them on his 
way back from office. Surely we can't 
waste them!" Mama was playing her 
‘own game now. 

“Oh Ma! Please!” begged Brother 
and Sister simultaneously. “We can just 
put the vegetables in the fridge!” said 
Brother, who had absolutely set his heart 












miro sore TOO MUCH 


back any longer. "Ma! Sister wants to 
say something to you!” he blurted out 

Mama was all ears, wondering 
whether it was a favour that was going 
to be asked or a confession about some 
mischief going to be made. Sister de- 
cided it was time to stop playing games 
with Brother. She asked about the pizza 
dinner. “It will save cooking and wash- 
ing up tonight!” she added, trying to 
strengthen the case. 


66 PJ ow considerate!" smiled 
H Mama Undir. “But Papa will 
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12, 


on a pizza 

“Well, OK!" replied Mama Undir. 
“We can all go there tonight provided 
your homework is done!” 

<dust then Papa Undir walked in with 
basket full of vegetables. “I've got some 
fresh spring onions and cauliflower. We 
can make a great pulao!” 










“Not for tonight” said Mama, “We're 
having pizzas at the new pizza place! 
Let's get ready to go.” 

‘Looks as if there has been some de~ 
cision making behind my back!” re- 
‘marked a surprised Papa. Mama smiled 
and explained. Brother and Sister Undir 
offered to clean the vegetables and put 
them away in the fridge. They did not 
‘want anything to spoil their pizza din- 
ner. 

Just then there was a telephone call 
for Brother. Brother came away look- 
ing downcast, “What's the matter?” Sis 
ter asked. "I have a science test and an 
English essay to write, I'd forgotten. | 
need to study. I can’t go anywhere to: 
night.” Brother's friend had called to 
check on some doubts that he had 


‘ ‘B ut that doesn't mean we have 

tocancel! Let's check whether 
they do home deliveries to our area!” 
suggested Mama Undir. 

Sister went to the telephone at once. 
‘But what was the number? No one knew. 
twas their first time. Very gallantly Papa 
Undir offered to go across and get their 
menu and number. "Might be useful if 
there is a next time. 

“But please don’t order for us!” Sis 
ter and Brother begged. Half the fun was 





in the pleasurably 
painful process 
of choosing! 
So while 
Papa trudged 
off to the 
pizza place, 
Brother was 
packed off to 
study, Sister sur- 
prised Mama by 
starting to clean her 
room while waiting for Papa to return. 
Papa soon returned, armed with their 
telephone numbers and a colourful menu 
card with many different pizza pictures 
and their descriptions. Sister grabbed it 
and was soon lost in reading about Sicit 
ian delight, four seasons, mushrooms 
and onions, chicken and capsicum, plain 
cheese and so on 
“Mama, Papal What would you like? 
I can't decide whether the Chicken and 
capsicum will be better than Sicilian 
delight or the other way round.” 
“Lreally don't mind” replied Marna 
"Maybe you can pick two vegetarian 
and two non-veg ones. How about four 
seasons?" asked Papa, 





6 6 Man! choose a different one for 

C each of us, so we can share? 
It will be great to taste four different 
choices!” said Sister, licking her lips in 
anticipation. 

You had better ask Brother what he 
would like! After all, he might be just as 
interested in choosing” suggested Papa 
Unit 

“Oh alright! But I thought I'd avoid 
disturbing him! After all, he has a test 
tomorrow!” 

Sister ran up to Brother to get him 
to choose. What a major upheavel that 
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created! He read out all the names. Then. 
he read the ingredients trying to figure. 
‘out which would be tastier. Many of the 
ingredients he just did not understand. 
Eventually he decided to settle forcheese 
and chicken, large. 

Finally, the decision making was over. 
Both Brother and Sister wanted large 
pizzas, Not medium or small. Sister 
Undir began dialling 

“Pizza Place?” she asked. 

“Yes? What can I do for you?” 

“Vid like to order four pizzas - one 
four seasons, one cheese and chicken...” 
“May I speak to an adult please?” 

Sister panicked. “Mal” she yelled. 
“Come soon! He's not listening to me! 
‘You speak!” 


‘ut Mama Undir had gone to the 
throm. So Papa took the phone 
from Sister. “Yes, that was my daugh- 
ter. I'm confirming the order. We'd like 
to order one four seasons, one cheese 
and chicken, one plain cheese and one 
onion and mushrooms. All large.” 

In the background Sister was flailing 
her hands about angrily muttering, 
“Meanie! Stuck up grown uy 

“That will be two hundred rupees. 








Your order will be delivered in twenty 
minutes, or you get a pizza free” mim 
icked Papa after the pizza man. When 
Sister heard it she was delighted, “I wish 
he delivers late! Then we get a pizza 
free!” 

In about twenty minutes they heard 
the bell. “Pizza place home delivery!" 
announced the pizza man with a smile, 
opening up a large box containing their 
order, There was no delay at all. Papa 
Undir paid up and brought the pizzas 
in, Sister yelled out to Brother as she 
nearly ripped up the cardboard cartons 
in her huny to examine the pizzas. 

“Why not have an outdoors picnic? 
Pizzas are so easy to carry!” Sister sug- 
gested. Itwas not yet dark and there was 
a very pleasant breeze. So Papa and 
Mama helped carry the pizzas outside, 
under their banyan tree. Brother raced 
down in no time to survey their dinner. 

“Which one is mine?” he demanded. 


6 6 hats chicken and cheese. But 
‘we're sharing so we get to taste 
all four varieties" explained Sister. 

“Idon't want to share mine! I want 
to eat what | ordered!” replied Brother. 

“Leave him alone!” suggested Mama, 
Sister did, though reluctantly, 

The others exchanged slices. A sud- 
den silence descended as Sister and 
Brother started to eat. "Mmm its deli 
cious!" said Sister after half of hers was 
gone, Brother nodded, his mouth full. 
Papa Undir fixed some fresh lime juice 
to drink 

‘Suddenly there was a loud cawing. A 
crow swooped down and snatched the 
last slice from Brother's hand! Though 
at first he was too stunned to respond, 
he soon burst into tears out of shock and 
dismay! “Mine's gone! The nasty crow 
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bit me!” 
) Papa examined Brother's 
hand. There was no mark on | 
it. He was just very shaken 
up. Mama rubbed and 
patted his back, trying 
to calm him down, Y% 
But Brother's tears 
were unstoppable. 
The Undir family 
moved indoors. Sister 
offered Brother a slice 
of her pizza. So did 
Mama. Papa offered 
him two slices of his as 
hewas.ona det. Finally 
Brother had more than he could eat 
“I'm sorry | didn't share! Yet I'm get- 
ting to taste all varieties!” he smiled 
sheepishly. “But I can't finish it all! I'm 
stuffed!” 


ister too was feeling really stuffed, 

“We should have ordered medium 
pizzas, not large!” Mama smiled at Papa 
saying, “But atthe time of ordering there 
‘was no stopping the enthusiasm, 

“Lean have the leftovers for break- 
fast!" Brother said. “I'l take a slice to 
school!” said Sister. “It's not going to be 
very nice by tomorrow!" Mama ex- 
plained. “Never mind!" replied Sister. “I 
don't mind either so long asi isa pizza!” 
agreed Brother, 

But the pizza leftovers did not last. 
Later, near about midnight, Sister tip- 
toed to the fridge for a pizza snack, To 
her surprise she found Brother at the 
dining table with a comic and the lefto 
ver pizza slices. 

“They're cold, but they're still pizzas! 
Have some!” offered Brother. 

“I want half!” demanded Sister. 

So they shared the leftovers, leaving 





not a scrap behind. The next morning 
Mama Undir was mighty surprised to see 
nothing left 


he was less surprised to see Sister 
ind Brother complaining of stom: 
ach aches! Neither wanted any break- 
fast. Sister could not face the sight of 
her morning milk, Brother was bending 
‘over, complaining of griping pain 
“I'm not sure I can go to school to- 
day! Alter all the studying | did for my 
science test! And I was so pleased with 
‘my essay!” complained Brother. Sister's 
condition was not much better. Mama 
did not want to take a chance. She wrote 
ut two letters to the class teachers ex- 
plaining the absence of Sister and 
Brother. 
“Idon’t think I can face a pizza any 
longer!” complained Sister 
“Just remember you said that!” Papa 
rubbed it in 
It was a week later. The Undir family 
passed Pizza Place and Sister asked, 
“How about a pizza....” much to Broth 
er's surprise! 
Pe anuradha Khati Rajivan 
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stood beforethemir- edly. “Who are you?” | _ What place was it? 
ror clad in navy blue managed to croak. Califomia, Alaska, Aus- 
school uniform. | was “Youarelookingatthe _tralia...? 
pleased with myself. | wizardoftime,"camethe “Thats India!” the be- 


wore the Indian -colour reply. ing said. 
too. “What are you doing Wow! Allof a sudden 

| looked into the mir- here?” | was transported to the 
ror. Who was that long- “Iwanttoshowmyfu- lush green fields of the 
eared, tweak nosed be- ture India to young as- countryside. Farmers 
ing in large green coat _pirants like you.” were harvesting crop. A 
and blue pants? looked at a place part of the field was be- 


| stared shocked at bathing in shimmering _ ing prepared with some 
the being. The dishev- light, People were advanced implements, 
elled being grinned at busy atwork. There stood a huge 


























me. industrial city. The eco- 
“Hil” friendly atmosphere 
ookedatitdaz- ‘warmed my heart In- 


dia was exporting 
high quality goods to 
other countries. 
| watched the ques- 
tion hour in parliament. 
The members were so 
cultured and well-be- 
haved! l asked my neigh- 
bour if she was iterate. 
She said, literacy had 
been erased totally. 
| was seeing my own 
reflection again. My 
mother was calling out, 
"Meena, Why are you 
gazing at that mirror ike 
that? Did you see a wiz- 
ard in there?” 
“Yesmom. ldidseea 
wizard.” left her looking 
puzzled as | cycled to 
school for the flag hoist 
ing ceremony, 
S. Meena, age 17, 
PSNA, Dindigul, 
9 





1 am in VII standard. 
Suddenly things are getting 
lost from our class. Our 
teacher advises about being 


honest. Yet, the thefts 
continue. 
S. Indira, 
Chennai 
Dear Indira, 


j Your class students 
could take turns to guard your 
class during the recess and 
during play hour. Have your 
teacher check the bags of all 
students in the class when 
something is 


\2 


lost. Even if you can't get back 
what you lost at least this will 
deter the thief. He may be 
scared to repeat the 








act, If the thief is 9) 
from another 
class, it will 


effectively deter 
him too. 


| get 
extremely 
bored during 
holidays. | have read and 
reread story books in my 
library. I don't find watching TV 
interesting. | sketch fairly well. 
| don't find that interesting 
either. 
Grace Arundathi, 
age 10, 
Chennai 





Dear Grace, 

You are lucky to live in 
Chennai. Arrange for an 
inexpensive outing to a park 
along with a couple of your 
friends. Join summer camps. 


GRANDMA 
WOOL 
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It will keep you occupied for the 
best part of the day. 

Develop some hobby. Learn 
an art. Merely a few sketches 
will not make you an 
artist. 


EH like to study. But I lack 
concentration. 1! forget 
everything | 
memorised in 





What 


almost a day. 
can | do? 


S. Deepa, VII C, 
Carmel Convent, 
Bangalore 

Dear Deepa, 

You can only memorise 
formulae. You must understand 
the subject if you want to score 
marks. Make a chart for each 
subject. Write down the 
important points in each 
lesson. This will make studying 
easier. For definitions - write 
them out 10-15 times. You will 
néver forget them. 
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| am very short-tempered. 
| cry when | lose out in com- 
petitions. My mother scolds me 
for being so peevish. 

R. Sumitra, age 10, Hoogly 


Dear Sumitra, 

© Competitions are a test 
of skill. The best person wins. 
Try hard and you are bound to 
succeed. If you want to win in 
arace, you will have to practise 
running. Remember practice 
makes a man perfect. 

E | often wet my bed in 
sleep. | amin Vil standard. My 
parents are also worried about 
me. 

Parmeet Singh, 
age 11, St. Francis School, 
Delhi. 


Dear Parmeet, 


5} Don't take 


liquids at 
least two hours before going to. 
bed. Visit the 
bathroom / ) 
before going to (@ D 
sleep. Keep 
reminding your- 
self you will not 
wet your bed no 
matter 





what. 
Love, wa, 
Grandma = 
worm Gas > 





ish keeping demands 
space. Here is how you 

can do it 

Get a nice, roomy glass tank 
Good fish 
tanks are 
available in 
the market 
Fill upto three 
inch height 
with sand 

Arrange deco- 
ratively on the 
sand bed peb- 
bles and shells after cleaning 
them. Place a few aquatic 
plants. Fill the tank upto 2/3 
with water. Use water that has 
been allowed to stand for 2-3 
days. Fresh tap water is chemi- 
cally treated and is not good for 
fish 

Fish feed on organisms in wa- 
ter. So, you need untreated wa- 
ter. Water plants enhance an 
aquarium's beauty. They also 
keep the aquarium clean. Some 
fish feed on these plants. Small 





fish need protection from big 
fish. They can hide from big fish 
under these plants, 

A common aquatic plant is 


Vallesneria. It grows in most 
ponds, lakes and rivers. It has 


long, linear leaves and grows 
underwater. It requires very lit- 
It is an excellent 


tle light 








oxygenator for the aquarium. 

Let the plants take root in the 
aquarium. You may introduce a 
few fresh-water snails into your 
tank at this stage. They will pu- 
rify your water tank and provide 
food for the fish. 


ou can now introduce 
fish into the tank, There 
are a large variety of fish 
to choose from - 





guppies, gold fish, angel fish, 
minnows, cat fish, weather fish 
and roach. Don't overcrowd 
your tank with plants or fish. The 
fish need room to move about. 
Maintain fish of the same size, 
If you have larger fish, then put 
them in a different tank. 

Otherwise larger fish will eat 
up the smaller ones 

Fish food is available in pet 
shops. You can also feed them 
with mashed carrot, tomato 
seed, egg yolk, cooked rice, 
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wheat flour and boiled potatoes. 
Do not overfeed the fish, Scat- 
ter the food over water so that 
the fish get enough exercise 
Fish require twice as much food 
in summer as in winter. Feed 
young fish more often than 
adults. 

Infections: Fish could get in: 
fected by fungus. They exhibit 
spots on their fins and sides, Iso- 
late infected fish into a 
hospital tank, The water in 
the hospital tank should 
be a little above room 
temperature. Add a 
spoonful of common salt 
to the hospital tank 

Clean your fish tank 
once a month. Re- 

move all fish, using a 

tea strainer into a ves- 

sel containing water 

and a warm solution 
of aquarium germicide. Allow 
the fish to remain inside this so- 
lution for a few hours, Do not 
add germicide to the original 
tank, It will kill other living or- 
ganisms in the water, 

Do not allow dust to settle in 
the tank. Keep the tank away 
from cats, birds and rats. 
Place a wire mesh on top of the 
tank. Place the aquarium in a 
cool, dark place where it 
can receive a few hours of sun- 
light 
2 Velayundhan Features, 

Ahmedabad 
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Maps on silk 


China has published a series of 
world maps made of silk. Itis listed 
in the Guinness Book of World 
Records. 

The manufacturer, a Shangai- 
based company said, both the 
world map as well as the map of 
China, have been printed on 1,04 
metre long and 0.73 metre wide 








Thirsty elepha 


The African elephant drinks 
upto 136 litres of water at a 
time. 





piece of silk. Printing experts be- 
lieve that the unique material, ac- 
curate printing and bright colours 
contribute to the beauty of the silk 
mar 





Primitive 
beings 
The first bears ap- 


peared on earth about 
13 million years ago 
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York. 


sold for $ 3,105. 








Letter to 
brother 


Seventeen letters writ- 
ten by Winston Church- 
ill to his brother Jack dur- 
ing World War | sold 
for $ 250,000 at an 
auction in London 
on July 17, 1997. 

Suresh 

K. Anjum, Calcutta 











wma. 





A movie poster autographed by two 
stars of the Oscar - winning film “Ti- 
tanic," fetched twice its highest es- 
timate at a Sotheby's uction in New 


The 40-inch by 27-inch poster - signed 
by Leonardo Di Caprio and Kate Winslet, 








COSTLY GIFTS 
When Gandhi decided to return home friends 
in 8. Africa gave him gold and silverware a 
gift. Gandhi spent a sleepless night. He always 
asked people to lead a simple life, and people 
had gifted him with the very metals he had 


asked them to shum. After much discussion 

with his wife, they decided to place the gifts 

under a trust-deed. The gifts were to be user! 

for the service of the community according to 
the wish of the trustees. 

'S. Shree Bagavat Nandhini, Vill, 

Chetana MHSs, Madurai 
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\YTHOLOGY 


THE MAGIC 
POOL 


The Pandava brothers had been 
in exile for 12 long years. Yudishtir 
noticed that his brothers were rest- 
less. It had been a hot day and eve- 
ryone was thirsty, Nakul, the fourth 
brother among the Pandavas 
climbed a tree, He noticed a lake on 
the far edge of the forest. 

Nakul set outin search of the lake, 
promising to return with a pot of wa: 
ter for all the others, But even after a 
Jong time when Nakul did not return, 
Sahadev offered to go to the lake. 

Like Nakul Sahadev also did not 
return. Arun and then Bheem 
also went 





search of the lake and neither re- 
tured. 

Yudishtir, now worried set out into 
the forest. When he reached the poo! 
he noticed all his four brothers lying 
dead near the pool. 

Yudishtir decided to quench his 
thirst frst, As he knelt by the pool and 
began to drink the water, he heard a 
voice. "Beware, o son of Kunti-your 
brothers did not heed me, So | pun- 
ished them. If you do not answer my 
questions before drinking the water 
from the pool, you will meet the same 
fate as that of your brothers.” 

Yudishtir replied, “Alright, ask the 
questions." 

Voice : What makes the sun shine 
everyday? 
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Yudishtir 
The power of God. 

Voice : What rescues man from 
danger? 

Yuaishtir : Courage. 

Voice : How does man become 
wise? 

Yuaishtir : By being in the com- 
pany of wise men. 

Voice : What is swifter than wind? 

Yudishtir : The mind, 

Voice: What's the biggest vessel? 

‘Yudishtir : The earth, Because it 
contains everything, 

Voice : What must we do to be 
loved by all? 

Yudishtir : Give up pride. 

The voice asked him many more 
questions. Pleased with Yudishtirs 
answers, the voice granted him the 
life of any one of his brothers. 

Yuaishtir asked for Nakula, The 
voice was now very surprised. It 
GOKULAM Octobertt 





asked 
Yudishti, "Why did you 

not choose one of your own broth- 
ers? Nakula is only your step- 
brother." 

Yuaishtir replied, "Both Kunti and: 
Madri are my mothers, Kuntihas me 
but both sons of Madi are dead. So, 
chose Nakula.” 

The voice was immensely 
pleased with Yudishtir, It promised 
torevive all the brothers and allowed 
Yuaishtir to fil water in a pot and take 
it back to the waiting Draupadi. 

‘As promised Yudishtirs brothers 
returned home. 

C. Manish, 
Secunderabad. 


Dear Manish, 
PL. send your age and name 
of your school. "7 


et's playit cool, whispered 
Gout 

Sowmya's eyes ellona 
pile of shor, thick planks that lay on 
the crates. 

“Samir, hand over plank to each 
one of us.” 

Samir did as instructed. Sowmya 
gently shoved him out of the way. 

“But didi, | want to help too,” 
protested Samir, his eyes sparkling 
with excitement. So, he too was 
given a job. 

Meanwhile, Peter's eyes almost 
Popped out in shock when he saw 
Sufi 

“How did you escape?" Peter 
boomed. 

Suji was taken aback by Peter's 
appearance. But, she realised he 
hadn't noticed her glasses, 

She grinned. ‘The others too 
have escaped through the 
window. They must be on their 
way back with the police 
now.” 

“Police? Peter looked 
truly alarmed. “I must get 
the loot.” 

He ran to unlock the cottage 
door. As he stepped in, Samir 
ran up and tripped him. As 
Peter fell the girls brought 
down the planks on him, 

Peter lost consciousness, 
The girls tied him up and 
walked out. 

“Nice work guys," Sowmya 
said, taking one last look at 
the silent man on the ground. 
“He's out cold." 





‘Come in Suji. We're safe fot the 
moment,” Gitu called out . 

‘Suji walked in, gaping at the tied 
up Peter. “Here, take my hanky and 
gag him," Gouri said, 

“Yeah, else he may yell and alert 
his friend." Soon the girs were out of 
the cottage. They locked the cottage 
with the key that Peter had let fall in 
the struggle. 


Daniel was getting impatient. 
Peter was taking too long. He should 
pethaps go to the cottage and 













investigate. The children hid behind 
a bush and watched Danie! walk 
towards the cottage. 

They waited till he was out of 
earshot 

"Now!" said Sowmya. The 
children rushed to the jeep and each 
child moved to each tyre of the jeep. 

Soon they were grinning and 
atting each other, 

“Mission accomplished, 'grinned 
Gitu, pleased with their handiwork. 

Allthe tyres of the jeep had been 


deflated. 


ADVENTUROUS 





The children now walked along 
the path tll they reached a clump of 
bushes. 

"This is where we found your 
hanky,” Gitu said to Suji pointing toa 
bush where a piece of cloth still 
fluttered. 

“Then we must be close to the 
camp,’ Suj said excitedly. 

They began shouting at the top 
ot their voice and waited. There was 
no response. 

“May be we should try some thing 
else" said Gouri not sounding very 


confident 
Tobe continued 


P. Kavitha, 
PSBBSSS, Chennai 


Ww 
13 


he king of Persia sent a 
T messenger to Akbar. He 

had heard much about 
Birbal's intelligence and wanted 
to meet him. The king of Persia 
wanted Birbal to accompany his 
messenger. Akbar asked Birbal 
if he was willing to undertake 
the trip. Birbal had to obey his 
king's orders. So, he began his 
journey to Persia the very 
next day. 


court of the king of Per- 
sia. He was asked to 
rest for the night. The 
next morning he was 
summoned to the court. 


Birbal entered the 
court. To his surprise he 





noticed many men in the court 

were dressed like the king. They 

sat ina half circle. One minis- 

ter standing a little away from 

the group, spoke up. 

00 irbal, our king wants to 
8 test your intelligence. 
B He wants you to tind 


ney Birbal reached the 


out who among all these 
men is the real king.” 
Birbal walked around the 
men and finally stopped 
in front of a man. 

“He is the real king,” 
Birbal said, pointing toa 
person 

The man stood up and 
said - 

" Well done, Birbal 
You are absolutely right 
| had only heard of your 
intelligence so far, Today 
| had the pleasure of ex-, 
periencing it. May | know 
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how you found out the 
real king?” 

“Yes, your honour. Oth- 
ers wore clothes similar to 
yours. But they could not 
exhibit the pride of the 
ruler of this land.” The 
king was pleased and re- 
warded Birbal hand- 
somely. 

On his return, Akbar 
asked Birbal how he 
had spotted the real 
king 

Birbal said, “when | 
entered the court a few 
men instinctively turned 
their heads to look at a 





rewarded him handsomely, 


particular person. | understood V. Surya Deepti 
that person was the King.” age 13-Buds nal 
Akbar was very pleased and Flowers School, Hyderabad 








POEM 


Homework is a 
fearsome word, 
Dreadful as a 





Every day there is a 
pile, 
We're supposed to 
bear with a smile. 
No time for any 
household chore. 
We aren't a free bird, any more, Education is just mugging, 
Interest in the lessons is lost, Never made interesting. 


We don’t care what the ‘Bist t's really amaring ~ 
‘quides cost, 1 Spite of such handicaps 
We buy them with glee, We score a feather in our cap! 


‘Suchitra lyer, age 14, 


And go or spree. 
gion @ consina guree Vidhya Bhawan, Mumbai 
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__GHOSTSATTHEDOOR 





My parents had to attend a 
party. My sister and | were 
asked to lock up all the doors 
and not open the front door un- 
til they returned 

We watched a late night hor- 
ror movie and went to bed. Sud- 
denly we were woken up by loud 
knocks on the front door. 

My sister and | wondered if it 


was the ghost. In the movie, the 
ghost had knocked as loudly on 
the front door. 

My sister and | decided to ig- 
nore the knocks and went back 
to sleep. 

We woke up at six the next 
day and went to the garage to 
untie our dog, To our shock, we 
saw our parents sleeping in 





EXHIBITION 


FUN 





A grand exhibition was held 
in campus ground in Panjim last 
year. The exhibition "Goa vision 
2000!" was the rage among 
children. My parents also took 
me to visit the exhibition, The 
entire area wore a festive look 
Men, women and children 
were in their best holiday 
clothes. 

Many students had come for 
a picnic. Teachers from differ- 
ent schools had also come to 
the exhibition. There were 
more than 75 stalls. 

The stalls sold a variety of 
items from clothes to food. Or- 
dinary household items and 
fancy items, furniture, machin- 
ery and musical instruments 
were exhibited, There were 
also stalls for handicraft 


2 eT 


items. 

States like Karnataka, Goa, 
Kerala and Maharashtra had 
also put up stalls. Most of the 
shopping was done by my 
mother. 

The children's corner of the 
exhibition attracted one the 
most. There were giant - 
wheels,merry-go-rounds, 
wooden horses and Dodge- 

















SS 
The car inside the smelly ga- had decided to spend the night 


rage. in the garage 
1 woke them up. They said Ganesh kumar, age -11, 

they had knocked on the front 

door last night. Since we hadn't Dear Ganesh, please send in 

responded to their knocks they _ the name of your school. 


ABSENT, SIR: 








cars to ride on. 





There were 

also toy trains This happened when | was in VII standard. It 

among other __| was the fifth period of the day. Geography is 

things. taught by father Mario Fernandes, who also 
1 too had my _\ happens to be our vice-principal 

share of fun We adhere to certain rules till the teacher 


taking rides on the _\ enters the class. We meditate with our eyes 
giant wheel and _\ closed and wait for the teacher. 

the toy train. It Father Mario it seemed would arrive late 
was an evening | forthe class. So, we shut our eyes and be- 
! shall remember \ ganmeditating 


for a very long It was only when the bell rang to an- 
time. ounce the end of the period did we real- 
ise that Father Mario was absent. 
Rohan M. Parab, Aneesh Sanyal, age12, 
Std IX, Xavier's HS, Kolhapur 
St. Mary's 
School, 
Ponda, 
Goa 
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villager was once 
leading his donkey 
by the rope. Two 
thieves who watched 
the villager won- 
dered how to capture the donkey. 
The two thieves hit upon a plan. 
They walked noiselessly behind the 
man and unroped the donkey. One 
of the thieves tied the rope around 
his neck. The villager continued 
on his way unaware of the happen 
ings. 


Sometime later, the villager de- 
cided to rest under a tree. When 
he turned around he saw a man in- 
stead of his donkey. 

“Who are you?” he asked the 
man, 

The thief replied, "I am your don- 
key, One day | returned home late 
My mother in her anger, cursed me 
that | become a donkey. | pleaded 
with her to release me from her 
curse, She said, she couldn't take 
back a curse once given. Instead, 
she said ‘ifa villager were to take 
you to the marketplace to sell you, 
you will become your old self.’ Now 
| am my old self 

The villager took pity on the man 
and let him go. 

When he returned home, his wite 


asked what had happened to the 


donkey. The villager told his wife 
what had happened in the morn- 
ing. 

‘A few days later the villager went 
to the marketplace to procure a 
donkey, 

His wife was unhappy with the 
loss of their donkey and pushed the 
villager into getting another donkey. 

At the village market he saw his 
donkey was put up for sale. He said 
to the donkey, "Oh, you poor ani 
mal, did you go home late again? 
I'l buy you again.” 

Chatten kumar, age 8, 

SDA School. 

Chatten, pl. send in your house 
address and school's name. 
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WHOIS 
STRONGER? 


Retold by 

MUKUL P. JOSHI, 
AGE 13, 

JESS School, 
Mumbai 
Mlustration : SASL 








[Once there was a fight between the wind 
land the sun. 



























[The wind blew fast] 
land hard. 










































a threw down the oat and sal] 
lunder a tree. 














fow warm 

fis. I cannot wear 
a coat on such 
a hot day. 











pith ot 
fp er: 





\ 
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A child like us 


Gandhi hated sports. His 
school taught gymnasticy and 
cricket, He often excused him- 
self from sports. He suid he had 
toattend to his sick father, Gan- 
dihi’s father was sick. In acer life, 
Gandhiji regretted nocattending 
spores classe, 
Sanskrit was compulsory in 
i hated Sanskrit 
He also hated geometry. Sansic 
needed memorising, skills. which 
Fandhiji would 
hence attend Persian class because the 
teacher wis lenient. The Sanskriteacher 
‘once pointed out to him that Sanskrit 
was the language of Gods, Asa Vaishna- 
vite he should lean the language later 
years Sans 
the sacred text. 
A fiiend once told 
ate meat he'd grow stronger 
Undersheer pressure Ganal 
that meat-eatng could eventually help 
him drive the British out of India, He 
even believed every Indian should eat 
meat i he wanted to ee his county 
Once Gandhiji found out that his 
uncle smoked.'The temptation tosmoke 
‘was too much to resist. Cigarettes were 
costly and Gandhi had no money. He 
stole some coppers from servants to buy 
cigarettes But that was not enough. He 
tried (0 experiment by smoking the 
thrownawaybutts Thactowasnocenough 
Guilty at having done “bad deeds’ be- 
his father’s back, he wrote out a 
confession to his father. He wrote that 
he would undergo any punishment his 
father meted out. 
Gandhi's father pardoned him. Gan- 
dhi’s love and regard for his father in- 
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Remembering 


GANDHI... 


creased after this incident 
S. Maya, VIII, TVS Academy, 
Hosur. 


A SWEET TOOTH 


Once an oid woman approached 
Gandhiji with her son and said, “My son 
isadiabeticand hasasweetrooth. | want 
you to advise him co stop taking sweets, 
His doctor too has advised. Buthe won't 
listen to his doctor.” 

‘Gandhiji asked the woman to return 
aftera week. The woman returned swith 
her son after a week. Gandhiji told him, 
“Stop taking sweets. Ie is bad for your 
health.” The woman was baffled, She 
asked Gandhiji, “Why couldn’tyou have 
said this last week itself?” 

Gandhiji replied, “I have a sweet 
tooth myself, IFT should advise yourson, 
then I should stop eating sweets myself, 
I stopped taking sweets since your last 
visit. 1 now feel morally competent to 
advise your son.” 

Velayudhan Features, Ahmedabad. 
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Fee COUNT DOWN 7 6-5-4- 
\ 3-2-/— AND. 


MY OPINITS WiLL” Y 
Always BE WITH YoU. 
You CAN EVEN TALK TO 
ey SPIRITS WHENEM! 





YOU WANT 


FREEDA! 





Oder 90 GOKULAM, 





FOR HER 70 | 
WAKE UPL oe 
= 


yar 
(WAS THAT, 
| ROMA 2 





fotwina To 
WORRY FREFDA.. 
WE HAVE SUST NOW 
PLUNGED (NTO THE 
ATMOSPHERE 0 
THE BLUE PLANET- 
THE EARTH! 
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TLL TAKE CARE 
OF iT. YouR 
FATHER HAS 
PROGRAMMED 
ME PERFECTLY, 


uD GAVE A 
“HOROUAN KNOWLEDGE 
OF ALL THE PLANETS 1H THE 


SPLASHES OF 
FIRE... ARE WE 
DNDER ATTACK 2 


No! FoR THE EARTHLINGS OF THIS \ 
PART, IT 1S AN AUSPICIOUS NIGHT. 
THEY ARE CELEBRATING THE 
FESTIVAL OF LigtTS... WHAT YOU SEE 1S~ 
WHAT THEY CALL- TIRE WORK « 2 
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DON'T YOU THINK 

Mi 1S Goan ye HAVE 
RIVED HERE DURING 

R Tine THAT THEY 

THINK 1S AUSPICIOUS 

FoR THEM 


Prwar’s vv. 
Yeu Mbt 
JPER 


; AND. 
Look HER 
YOUR FATHER 
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cientists and hills of Uttar Pradesh hese frogs leap 
naturalists have Many naturalists refus from branches and 
suddenly found ed to believe that the have webbed feet. 
their hands full. New specieshad resurfaced. This fresh-water frog 
species of animals and People were willing to species was last found 
birds are surfacing in believe that the parrot in 1888, This frog spe- 
India, was merely a cross- cies was considered 
India's rainforests breed! extinct until May 1996 
and the hill forests ofA naturalist found a__ when it was discovered 
Himalayas-were home species of frog in the by a naturalist. This 
tosome rare species of rainforests of Tamil frog literally ‘glides’ on 
animals and birds even Nadu in 1996. This its wing-like feet across 
untill the 1880s. Sud- frog was last spotted by branches of tall trees. 
denly, in the 20th cen- man in 1896. This frog Freshwater species 
tury these disappeared. is the size of a one ru- have medicinal proper- 
Their loss was the re- pee coin. Its closest 
sult of depleting forest relatives are found in 
cover. Besides, to in- the forests of East Af- 
crease food supply, far- rica. Similarly, another 
mers were forced to species of frog was dis- 
use insecticides and fer- covered in the Nilgits. 
tilisers that killed these 
rare animals. Recently, 
a rare lizard was found 
in the rainforests of 
Tamilnadu. In 1997, 
the Rothschild parakeet, 
a species of parrot was 
spotted. It was last seen 
by man in 1895, Since 
then the bird was con- 
sidered extinct. 
The Rothschild para- 
keet was spotted in the 


* The Rothtchild parakeet 











DISCOVERY 


ties. The protein found —Blewitt owlet, was dis- 
in certain species of covered in 1997. 
frogs is used for treat- Most of these birds 
ment in accident, for and animals may not 
relieving pain and as have been lost at all, 
ointment for burns. say scientists. In India 
A variety of lizard - these rare bird and ani- 
Calotes Andamanensis mal species were cata- 
believed to be found logued by British natu- 
only in the rainforests ralists, Thisisnotalucra- 
of Andaman was spot- tive profession, So lit- 
ted in 1997 inthe rain- tle interest is evinced by 
forests of Tamil Nadu. scientists and natural- 
Even in 1896, it was ists. Scientists have put 
only spotted in the down the loss of these 
Andamans. It was in- species to loss in forest 
deed a significant dis- cover. The torn ozone 
covery for Indian natu- layer and resulting ul- 
ralists traviolet rays have also 
On the north -west- resulted in the loss. 
ern forests of Maha- 
rashtra were discovered T' rainforests of 





a rare species of birds, 
This species was last 

spotted in 1883, 
The birds, 












Nilgitis and 
Himalayas have 
been consistently clear- 
ed for crop cultivation. 
These forests were 
‘once home to huge 
trees that grew to a 
height of 60 feet. The 
smallest bush grew to 
a height of 
12 feet, So, 





there was enough space 
for birds and animals to 
breed. Now these 
slopes have been con- 
verted into cardamom 
and coffee plantations. 
The frog species 
found here are fresh- 
water beings. With fall 
in forest cover the wa- 
ter was not conducive 
tobreeding. With effort 
now being made to re- 
construct forests, these 
birds and animals are 
again finding them- 
selves a home, 
Naturalists say that 
these species may 
never have been lost, 
They merely went un- 
derground for want of 
good atmosphere for 
survival, Since no inter- 
est was shown these 
birds and insects were 
never discovered. 
‘There is also another 
theory. The twelve 
months since April 
1996 to May 1997 
were the hottest in the 
last 1000 years. These 
were the hottest months 
experienced after 
1860. The lost beings 
have hence surfaced, 


Picture and story 
courtesy : 


India Today 
35 






Prabha Mallya, age 13, 
St, Mary's School, Ponda 


B.B. Singh, Std. IX (H), 
Desh Bandhu Vidhyalaya (Girls) 
Hindi Medium, Fatehpur 





S. Hari Prashanth, age 12, Channai 


Dear Hari Prashanth, please send in your 
school's name. 


P. Dinesh, age 12, 
Don Bosco Mat, School, Pondicherry 
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ing Henry I had been ab- 
sent from his kingdom for 
4¥% years. In that time he 
had quelled rebellious barons of 
Normandy and proclaimed himself 





the ruler of that region, He had 
persuaded the king of France 
knowledge his tec 
as heir to the dukedom as well as 
England 

‘The King was very pleased with 
his achievement. On November 25, 
1120, he was at Barfleur, ready to 
return to England. 

As he waited for his ship along 
with his children - Prince William 
and Princess Maud, a man called 
Thomas Fit- Stephen approached 
him 


38 





age son William. 














He told the Kil 
ther William the conqueror had 
sailed to conquer England in the 
ship steered by my father, [beg you 
to let me take you on your return 
trip in my vess 


ir, your fa- 








The king said it was too late 
© he had already made ar- 
\gements with another ship. But 





he entrusted crown prince William 
and princess Maud and their 
attendents to Fitz - Stephen saying 
he could bring them to England. 

King Henry's ship set sail that 
night and docked in England the 
next morning without any inci- 
dent 

La Blanche Nef (The white 
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ship) set sail many hours after the 
King’s ship had embarked. It had 
50 oars but on the ship everything 
was not ship shape. 





the royal children, their atten- 

dents and even the crew were 
soused. Someone suggested they 
overtake the king’s ship. 

Suddenly the beautiful ship still 
only a mile and a half out of Bar 
fleur was shaken by a great shud- 
der, Ithad struck acherous 
reef of rocks. The white ship's star 
board was smashed in. 

The revellers let out a frenzied 
cry of terror, The ship sunk within 

















boat was being rowed safely, But 
Prince William ordered a search 
for his sister Princess Maud. Before 
Princess Maud could be rescued 
others jumped into the boat. In the 
chaos those in the boat were 
thrown into the deep waters, 
Among those who were drown- 
ing was the ship's captain 
Thomas Fitz. He yelled: “Where's 
the king’s son?" 
meone said, “We have seen 
g of him.” Fitz Stephen 
threw up his arms in despair and 
k beneath the waves. 
Nothing was heard of eith 
Prince William or his sister. Only 




















WHO NEVER SMILED 


minutes 

Some of the sailors had man- 
aged to lower a boat and 
those in it was Prince Will 


among. 
m. The 





to the noblemen when he 







one man survived, He was Berthold 
cher, 
Berthold narrated the incident 
“ached 

shore. But no one had the guts 
to tell the King. Finally a young 
boy of a nobleman was set on 
the task. He fell weeping 
King’s feet and narrated the 
entire story. 

‘The King, it is said fainted 
and lost all hopes. King Henry 
never smiled since then though 
he lived for 15 years after this 
incident 





Retold by J. Gayathri, age 15, 
Sri Sankara Vidhyalaya, 


Chennai 
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RIDDLES 


1) What kind of an ant can 
count? 

An accountant 

2) What nail does a carpen- 
ter not like to hit? 











EX) 





“=~ 


@ \ 


ag 
s 





His finger nail. 
3) What is a stu. 
pid ant? 
An ignorant 


4) What has teeth % 
but no mouth? 


A Comb 

5) What do liars do when they 
die? 

Lie still 

6) What can you break with- 
out touching? 

Promise 


i 


Dep 


7) Name an 
animal that lives in a 

small box 

An Ox. 

8) How did the el- 


ephant climb a tree? 
He sat on a seed waited for it 

to grow into a tree. 
B. Shreekkanth, XI Std, age 16, 
iM, Venkatasubbars 
School,Chennai 











1. Cassowary - 
‘Australia, Papua 
2, Cormorant - 
Galepagous 
8. Dodo - Mauritius 
4, Emu - Australia 
5. Kiwi- New Zealand 


DO YOU KNOW 
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6. Moa - New Zealand 
7. Ostrich - SE African plains 
8. Penguin - Antartica 
9, Rail -Aldabra Island 
10. Rhea - Argentina 
M. Vinodh, 
Vriddhachatam 
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‘BUT 1 vor 
SEE Ady OF 
youR OTHER 


LD YOU | WAVE M4Y OWN 
WAY OF OR TTING THEFRU 


LOLGUR THIS FUNNY SiruaTiON! 








LEARN To 
SHARE with 
‘PEOPLE IN NEED 

OK? 
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‘he pyramids of Egypt are con- 

sidered a wonder. Many scien- 

tists and geologists have been 
baffled by them, 

What is a pyramid? Pyramid is de- 
rived from the Greek word, ‘pyro’ 
meaning ‘fire’ and ‘amid’ meaning 
‘being at the centre’. It is a geomet 
ric design radiating energy. 

{tis asolid structure with fourstop- 
ing sides resting on a square base. 
The four slopes join at a point, férm- 
ing the apex of a pyramid. 

This slope generates energy. This 
is one of the secrets of the pyramid. 
Mathematics, geometry and as- 
tronomy talk of the mysterious pow- 
ers of the pyramid. They also hold 
the key to the construction of pyra- 
mids, 

Granite stones used in the con- 
struction of these structures is be- 
lieved to have special powers. Gran- 
ite is known as “spiritual rock”. It 
emits into a chamber highly charged 
field. ‘The various layers of granite 
and the air chambers form a capaci- 
tor of permanent charge. 


he Egyptian rulers or pharaohs, 
who built the pyramids wanted 
tombs where their remains would be 
safe forever. There are about 75 pyra 
mids still in Egypt. The most famous 
of these stand on the border of the 
Libiyan desert near Giza. These pyra- 
mids have been existing even before 
Christ's birth. Travellers used to come 
on camels, horses and by foot to see 
these pyramids, 
‘The Egyptians believed that after 
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-about 48 feet from 


death the soul retumed to its body. 
So, some kings had their tombs built 
with all their belongings, including 
clothing, food and jewellery to be 
used in the next world. The pyramids 
however, did not serve the purpose 
it was built for, Robbers stole all the 
valuable out of the pyramids, 

The Great pyramid, the largest of 
them all is as tall as a 40- story sky- 
scraper. 

it was built by a Pharaoh named 
Khufu, He was called by the Greeks 
‘as Cheops. 

He lived around 2900 B.C 

The base of this pyramid covers 
about 13 acres. The top point is about 


PYRAMID 


415 feet from the ground, The origi- 
nal height of the pyramid was about 
481 feet, This pyramid contains 
23,00,000 stone blocks. Each block 
weighs 2% tons. Long ago these blocks 
were covered by polished stones. 
These have been 
robbed, however. 


| nside the pyramid 
are the tomb 
‘chambers that can be 
reached by a narrow 
corridor. The en- 
trance to the tomb is 
through the north 


the ground, The cir. 
ridor slopes gradu- 





ally to a level surface which opens 
into a room below the earth. From 
the first corridor rises another which 
leads to the Chamber of queens and 
the Great Hall, From the hall which 
a narrow high vault, a passage 
leads to the King’s chamber. Polished 
granite lines the walls of this room. 
In this room is the coffin of the King. 

The second and third pyramid also 
found close to this Great Pyramid are 
equally awesome. The second pyra- 
mid is 450 feet high. The third pyra- 
mid was built by Mycernius. It stands 
at a height of 205 feet. The second 
pyramid was built by Chephren who 
ruled after Khufu, 


Mi N The pyramids lie to 








the west bank of the 
Nile, The stones for the 
pyramid came from the 


«made wonders 


quarry which lias on the east bank 
of the river. It is believed that the 
pyramids were built by floating the 
stones from the east bank to the west 





bank. 10,000 people are believed to 
have worked for 20 years to complete 
the pyramid. 


the pyramid is believed to have 
healing powers.They are also said 
to possess preserving powers. 

They can preserve mummified 
bodies. They can preserve fruits, 
milk, meat, fish and such perishables, 

Itissaid to - improve health, reduce 
weight and help increase the body's 
resistance to disease and relieve p: 

Itis believed to expedite healing 
of bone fractures. 

Sleeping inside a pyramid - like 
structrue is belived to refresh a per- 
son. 

Ian asthmatic patient were to live 
under a pyramid - like structure, he 
would find a noticeable relief from 
asthma. 

It cures rheu- 
matic arthritis. 

It cures mi- 
graine. It gives relief from headaches. 
It gives relief from toothaches, gum 
pain and gum inflammation, 

It cures common cold and running 
nose. It cures palpitation of the heart, 
It cures paralysis and helps in reduc- 
ing fits in epilepsy patients. It induces 
sleep in patients suffering from in- 
somnia. It cures piles. 

These are only some of the won- 
derful uses and powers of the pyra- 
mids. Indeed, pyramids are a boon 
to the people of the world. 

G. Saraswathy, age 15, 
Seventh Day Adventist HS, 
Madurai 
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DIPLOMA IN LABORATORY 

EXPERIENCE 
© You need counters and dice 
© Throw six on the dice to start 
© You need 5 on the dice to gain 


; de ou 
SUDHA NARAYANAN, a degree when y 


‘age 16, Rosary MHSS, 


reach 27. 
Shane) Developed by - Lalitha 
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Bang... Bang. 


starts the day S 
A day that’s =e) 
happy and Lie 
gay. hex’ |(\ 
Your worries 
move out of | 
the way. 
Luck is here 
foday only to 
stay! 
With crackers 
children play, 
For God's blessings we all 
pray 
Bright crackers light up the 
night. 
With wonder we all watch the 


sight. 


Children show off their 

beautiful wear, 
‘While their fathers’ wallets are 
going bare. 

To others we can show our 
care, 
‘And our happiness if only we 
share. 


Mom makes delicious sweets. 


Children eagerly await the 
treats. 
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Our near and dear ones we 
go to meet, 
With happiness everyone we 
greet. 

With sweetest memories 


‘We end the day, 
The day we were 
Happy and gay. 
D. Maya, IX, 
B.S. Mootha Girls’ SSS, 
Chennai 
a 


eis an old 
man. He is 
67, but he 
is of sound health 
He teaches us 
social studies. He 
was a freedom 







fighter. He is one of the admi- 
rable teachers the institution is 
proud to have. He is intelli- 
gent, He has an excellent 
knowledge of his subject. His 


A RARE 


FRIEND 


name is Ramamurthy. 

In the class he is a strict 
disciplinarian. He is an enthu- 
siastic tutor. He will present 
sound arguments and expla- 
nations. His approach to the 


50 


subject and his communica- 
tion skills makes us listen to 
him spell-bound. 

cent 


debator. 


He always 
keeps the 
class in good 
humour. 

He is also a 
good crick- 
eter. He is a 
good athlete 
too. Students 
of class X 
love him be- 
cause he 
sometimes plays with 
them, 

He is a powerful orator too. 
His Independence Day and 
Republic Day speeches are 
inspiring and thoug - provok- 
ing 

He is a patriot and in him | 
have found an ideal friend 
and a great guide. He is a 
favourite with all students of 
our class 


eisa 
magnifi- 


N .Nagabhushan, 
age - 14, 
Bangalore 
Dear Nagabhushan, 
pl. send in the name of your 
school. 
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The director promised a tip to Jaipur i 
spoke to his father. Soon, his father begar 
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as promiaed a and ie aha wre taka | [Te nxt day he rat he door who ad 
fovfatpur, In dipur he betriended aboy called | brought them to Jaipur 
‘Arun With Arun, he began selling melons, 























0 va) 





[That night Raja noticed that his father was i 








aja andArun reported the 
police. On thelr return they sav i 
) | father was tied toa pillar. 


aja argued that the trip was earned by his 
far. The rector merely rushed his words 





Tivere’s the 


( 
se (ele 
Ve 










R ay 
rela 
fe 
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“The police pacified Raja's father and left in search of the director. 
Raja jumped on tothe inspector's bike. 





Thorel | ean 
‘see the director. 
Follow him, 











Raja who watched all this 
from behind a clothes - 
shot tripped the Director, 

















“Arun moved with Raja and his fathgr to their vilage and lived happily 
with thor. 
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So what if you don't have a live 
pet at home. Here is one you can 
make at home. 

You need : 

‘An old bangle; two black pep- 
pers; one small piece of a broken 
red bangle; a piece of triangular 
paper; gum and a thick white card- 
board. 

Method : 

Paste the old bangle on to the 
cardboard. Stick the two peppers 
for the eyes. Paste the broken ban- 
gle piece for the mouth. Paste the 
triangular paper between the eyes 
and the mouth. Your dog needs a 
bow. So, use an old ribbon for this. 
Cut out a bow and paste it on be- 





low the bangle. 

Place it on a table with ‘Hello’ 
written on it. Your pet is there to 
welcome your friends. 


SPRING ROLLS 








Maida - 1 cup: 

Oil -1 cup to fry; 

Salt and pepper - to taste ; vegeta: 
bles - cabbage, onions, capsicum and 
carrots - all finely chopped 3 cups. 

Chilli sauce or tomato sauce - op: 
tional 

Method: Make a tight dough of 
maida, with 2 ts of oil and Ys tsp of 
salt and little water. Fry the vege 
bles in 2 tbsp oil; for two minutes, 
add salt and pepper powder to it. 

Roll out thin rotis of the maida 
Place the vegetables in the middle 
and fold it. Seal the edges and deep 

them. 

¥' Cut the roti into pieces and serve 
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with sauce 





Ri 





nya Vasudev, age 13, 

Chennai 

Dear Ramya, please send in your 
school’s name. 





a TE 
OF TRUTH AND LIES “orien sien 
Wustration: LALITHA . 

[one SCHOLAR SAID - 








‘ONE DAY KING KRISHNADEVARAYA’ 
HELD A DEBATE, THE SUBJECT WAS~ 











THE DISTANCE 
1S IMMENSE. IT 
CANNOT BE 
MEASURED. 


‘BETWEEN 
‘TRUTH AND 



















EVERYONE HAD fi 
EXPLANATION TO GWE, 
NG WAS NOT SATISFIED. HEASKEO [Tey 
TENALIVAWAN } 
TTIS ONLY AS FAR AS 
Se DISTANCE 
BETWEEN YOUR EARS 
AND YOUR EYES, > 
7 













(WHAT YOU HEAR 
| IS LIES. WHAT 
/OU SEE IS. 


















sHameruL }\ 

( weoowr // 
REALISE 
“THAT 









THE KING REWARDED TENALI- 
| RAMANHANOSOMELY. 
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ivek and Raviwere 

brothers. They were 

good boys, clever and in- 

teligentin both studies and 
sports. 

The boys wore earings 

toschool as was the custom 


were returning from school. 
It was getting dark, The 
boys were watched by two 


men, The men decided to kidnap the 
boys, The two men followed the boys 
fora few steps and grabbed them 

The boys were blindfolded and 
taken to an old ruined house outside 
the vilage, The boys were left on their 
‘own. Neither boy knew his way home 
through the forestin the dark. So, they 
hit upon a plan, Itwas Ravi idea and 
Vivek agreed readily 


hetwokidnappers cameintothe 
room and found the boys 
asleep. Themen shook themup 
to wake them. But neither boy re- 
sponded. 
‘One man said, “I think they have 
fainted.” 
The other man said, “it's your faut. 
GOKULAM October 6 


You did not even get 
them food. You said that would be an 
expense we could not afford.” 

‘The first man said, “alright, it was 
myfault. Butwe could take them tothe 
hospital near the town. Let's disguise 
‘ourselves as farmers and take them to 
the hospital.” 

The men carried the boys to the 
hospital. The boys who waited for the 
men to talk to the doctor, made good 
their escape by jumping outotthe win- 
dow of the hospital, 

‘They returned home safely and nar- 
rated to their father about their adven- 
ture, The' father reported the incident 
tothe village headman. Two days|ater, 
the kidnappers were nabbedand Vivek 
and Raviwere rewarded handsomely 
‘by the village headman. 

Sneha Parthasarathy, Mumbai. 

Dear Sneha, 

PL send in your age and the name 
of your school. 
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One day | noticed my 
‘brother writing a letter. | 
asked him to whom he 
was writing. He said it 
was a letter to God. | 
thought he was 
joking and forgot the 
whole incident 


AGIFT FR 


fio days Tater when my 

brother cleaned the bed, he was 

heard shouting, ‘See, god has 

answered my request.” 

I was surprised to see him 

holding a small parcel. He 

unwrapped the parcel. There lay 
a cricket ball in his hand, 

asked, "How do 

you know God 











'GOD' 


has sent this to you? May be 
mummy placed it under your 
pillow. Go ask her” 

He shook his head and said, 

‘No, | wrote a letter to God and 
he was pleased with my letter. 
So, he has sent me this." | was 
‘confused, | told my parents 
about this, But my parents 
sounded equally surprised. | was 
0 confused that | could not 
concentrate on my studies, 

Two days later, my brother 
found another parcel under his 
bed, This time it was a pack of 
sketch pens, | began to believe 
that miractes do happen. 


The next day, my brother 
wrote out a letter to god, 
demanding a bicycle, He 

put the letter in a cover and on 
the flap wrote out - To God. 
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On the reverse side of the 

cover he wrote out our house 
address 

One day as we sat watching 

a programme on TV, he postman 
rang the bell. My brother ran to 
fetch the mail. He was surprised 
that the letter he had sent to God 
had been returned to us 

My mother laughed at the 
puzzled look on my brother's 
face, She said, 'one day! 
received a similar letter trom 
Pradeep to God, | decided to 
give Pradeep what he wanted, 
That's how the cricket ball and 
sketch pens were found under 
his pillow. You were in school 
when those letters were returned 
to us. | tore up the letters after 
reading them." 

My father and | laughed when 
we heard this. But my brother 
was very annoyed. He said he 
had seen a boy in a cartoon 
‘show writing letters to God. And 
God had granted him his wishes, 
So, he foo had written to God 
Our parents promised him a 


bicycle if he passed the final 
exams with flying colours! After 
that day, my brother is not taken 

















in by the serials and cartoons 
shown on TV. 

He also knows now that God 
acts through us and that we have 
to work hard to achieve what we 
want. 

Preethi Prabhakaran, 

age 13, KV-1,Chennal, 





Noisy cities 

The noise level of Delhi, 

Bombay and Calcutta is about 

95 decibels against the 

international standard of 45 
decibels. 

.R. Rajesh, National HSS, 

Gudiyatham 

PL. send your house address. 
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ari was a poor orphan. 
He spent his free time 

roaming the woods near 
his village. The forest, Raghu 
Kullappa, was a favourite haunt 
of Hari and his friends. 

One day, as usual Hari and 
his friends went into the forest 
In the forest they saw an eagle 
sprawled on a bush, Other boys 
fearing an attack ran away. 
Hari walked upto the eagle and 
said, "Oh, dear. You are hurt 
And we thought you were going 
to attack us." The eagle had a 
red beak and golden feathers 

He removed the arrow from 
the eagle’s leg. He laid the ea- 
gle on his lap and washed its 
leg with water from the nearby 
stream. 

His friends walked upto him 
when they saw the eagle had 
not hurt Hari. They came closer. 
Hari then bandaged the eagle 
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with a piece of cloth and carried 
it around as they explored the 
forest 

Hari left the eagle in a tem- 
ple close to the forest promis- 
ing to bring food for it. The next 
morning when Hari returned 
with food Hari noticed that the 
eagle's leg had healed. 

The eagle had a hearty meal 
from Haris hand, Suddenly Hari 
noticed the eagle holding a 
piece of paper in its beak, Hari 
removed the paper and opened 
it. Itread, “Sit on the eagle and 
wish aloud. Your wish will be 
granted.” 

Hari sat on the eagle and 
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wami Vivekananda was 


Ss ‘once on a visit to England, 
He visited a public library 


there, The librarian recognised the 
‘Swami, He placed a pile of books 
‘on the counter, All of them were 


world. The Bhagawat Gita lay 
at the bottom of the pile. 


The librarian decided to 
test the Swami, He said to 
Swami Vivekananda, “Sir, do 
you notice that the Bhagawat 
Gita lies at the bottom of all 
other books, bearing their 
weight? Isn't ita pity?” 

The librarian knew Swami 
Vivekananda was a Hindu 
and the Bhagwat Gi 
sidered sacred by Hindus. 

‘Swami Vivekananda re- 
plied calmly, “Yes, | see that 
Bhagawat Gita lies at the bot- 





Said, "Go to a beautiful gar 
den.” 

Hari soon found himself in a 
beautiful garden. He played in 
it for a long time, Suddenly a 
man approached him and said, 
“Who are you? What are you 
doing here?” 

Hari said, "| am Hari. | am an 
orphan. | wanted to play in the 
garden.” 
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tom. But don't you understand? 
Itis acting as the base for every 
other religion, If it moves even 
slightly or is taken away, all 
other books will topple over, 
without their base. So don't you 
dare to move it. You will be very 
sorry if you do.” 
With that he coolly walked off, 
while the librarian looked on, dazed. 
N. Sudha, IX St 
‘Samajam School, Jamshedpur. 





The man turned out to be the 
prince of the land. Hari grew up 
in the palace, When Hari be- 
came a young man he married 
the prince's daughter. 

Often Hari would think of the 
eagle. He thanked the eagle for 
giving him a family and a happy 
life. 

V. Praveen, Std IV, N.ILS., 
Bangalore. 
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‘AUTUMN’ 


FUN 


*Columbus Day’ 





Christopher Columbus landed 
onan island on Oct. 12, 1492. He 
believed he had reached Asia. He 





i 
named the island - San Salvador. 
In his quest to find a new route to 
India, China and Japan he had dis~ 
covered a new continent. Every 
second Monday of October is cel- 
ebrated as Columbus Day in hon- 
our of the great explorer. 


Leif Ericson landed in America 
roughly 500 years before 





Columbus. He set out 
from Greenland in a 
small boat and landed 
at New Foundland - 
Canada, ‘Leif Ericson Day’ falls on 
October 9. 

‘About 20,000 years ago, Asia 
and America were connected near 
Alaska by land. Indians are be- 
lieved to be the first to cross 
this land bridge to reach 
‘America 





The Halloween 


Wear a scary mask. Or dress 
up like a witch, goblin or a ghost. 
‘You would be living upto the belief 
that spirits roamed the earth on 
October 31 

People built bonfires to keep 
ghosts away. 


) 


( 














Feasts marked the end of 
summer. 

This celebration came to be 
known as Halloween. Holy became 
Hallow and evening became e’en. 
‘All Hallows Day’ or ‘All Saints Day’ 
is the day after Halloween. Sev- 
eral western countries observe 
Halloween, 
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Jack o' lantern 


This is specially made for Hal- 

ween. A funny face carved on 2 
pumpkins lit by acandle. This is 
Jack o' lantern 

‘Long ago a miser called Jack 
lived in Ireland, He had no good 


Pow 


deed to his credit during his life- 
time. When he died he was not al- 
lowed to enter heaven. He wouldn't 
goto hell, So, he roamed the earth 
endlessly with a lantern in his hand. 
He came to be known as Jack-of- 
the-lantern. Today, the Halloween 
pumpkin is called Jack o' lantern. 











Festival of lights 
Every year in October or Novem- 
ber, people in India celebrate 











Diwali - the festival of lights. Peo- 
ple decorate their homes with glow- 
ing lamps. Clay saucers filled with 
oil are lit by a wick on window sills, 
roof tops, around the houses and 
in the gardens. 

Godess Lakshmi is believed to 
be guided into homes by these 
lights. She brings with her pros- 
perity. 

People living near the Ganges 
float lamps into the water, Belief 
runs that ifthe lighted lamp reaches 
the other bank of the river it brings 
good luck. 

Diwali means new dresses, 
sweets aplenty: and fire crack- 
ers, It is a favourite festival among 
Indian children. 

Visalakshi Ramani, 
Coimbatore 








Customer :- Waiter! How come 

four boiled eggs cost more than 
‘an omlette made of four eggs? 

Waiter: Sir, that’s because you 

cannot count the eggs in an 

omlette whereas you can count 

four boiled eggs. 

‘Siddharth Sahoo, 10, 

‘The Modern Academy, 

Calcutta. 





GOKULAM October 








rabs are invertebrat 

with brains and highly de 

veloped nervous sys: 
tems. They are considered an- 
tiques of the sea, Ancient animal 
fables tell of men who were ren 
dered homeless by an army of 
crabs razing to the ground their 
dwellings. 

Lobsters, shrimps, crayfish 
and prawn are cousins of the king 
crab, The shore crab is consid 
ered an excellent sea 
food. King crab feeds 
on worms and mol- 
luscs. Their 
home is a sandy 
or muddy sea 
burrow 12 to 30 | 
feet deep. They 
burrow into the 
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sand by thrusting the forepart of 
their shell sideways and down- 
wards 

Crabs are considered to be 
atleast 10 million years old, They, 
along with shrimps and prawns 
belong to the crustacean variety. 
Their body is divided into seg- 
ments, To these segments are at- 
tached the legs, 

a house 


























the mouth and the appendages 
that resemble short claws. 

In many species the eyes are 
placed on stalks which these ani- 
mals can move like lamps on flex- 
ible stems. The crabs have three 
pairs: of jaws or maxialle, which 
are modified limbs. 

The crabs cannot seize, tear or 
rip like other animals. It uses its 
pincers to catch its food. It 
breathes by gills. There all small // 


stantly letting in fresh 
water for gills 


The crab lays 
eggs and is 
born without // 7 
shells. The 


Up 
A. 





egas are at- ff 
tached to its 
mother 
When the egg 


hatches the baby is enclosed 
in a tough membrane, The 
baby crab does not look like 
a crab at all! It has a long 
beak’ and disproportionately 
large eyes. Like a snake shed- 
ding its skin the baby crab con- 
stantly outgrows its membranous 
covering. This in stages devel- 
6ps into a shell, 

As the crab fills the shell, its 
ody grows jelly-like. The baby 
lowly removes each leg out of 

the shell, Once the legs are out 
of the shell, the baby crab must 
soon find itself a nook or crany 
GOKULAM Octobertt 







‘wth no 
onite 
house 


so that he does 
become a prey to other 
underwater creatures. The 
crab is very vulnerable because 


not 


at this stage it even moults its skin 
on the stomach 





Housing Problems 

The crab feeds on fresh meat, 
It is a nocturnal hunter. The her- 
mit crabs have a strange prac- 
tise. They will attack the owner of 
a house and tear it to pieces to 
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acquire the house. 

Hermit crabs usually seek out 
whelk shells to house themselves, 
(Once the crab lands a shell, it 
will curl up tail first into 
the shell It will 


= then fasten itself 


to the walls of the shell 

and move around, That is not 
all, The hermit crab has a strange 
ally in sea anemone. It will mount 
the sea anemone on its back and 
together they travel in search of 
food 

The anemone will sting the 
crab's enemy while the crab 
transports the anemone towards 
food. When the crab outgrows its 
shell, it will find another bigger 
one and mount the anemone 
once again. 


rabs use sponges and sea 
G Weeds 100 instead of 

UB anemones. Some crabs 
steal the sea squirt's tunic and 
wrap it around themselves. The 


spider crab bedecks itself with 
seaweeds. They cutoff sponges 
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and seaweeds and 
place it on their shells, 
The sponges and sea 
weeds grow on the shells. 
Common crabs are crawlers 
but the fiddler crab is a strong 
swimmer. They have oar- 
like feet. which they 
use to advantage. 
The land crab 
burrows in land but 
returns to sea to lay 
eggs, The land crab 
after burrowing into 
sand will eject a strong 
stream of water from its gills, The 
crab is now free to breathe air. 


Robber crabs A variety of 
crabs feeds on coconut palms. 
These crabs will climb the coco- 
nut tree and bring down a nut, The 
crab will then tear open the husk 
of the coconut. When the crab 
spies the eye of the coconut it will 
ram it with its claws till holes are 
made in it, The crab will then 
make a meal of the nut by draw- 
ing out the kernel. 

The robber crabs are blue in 
colour and can bite a man's fin- 
ger off! Land crabs migrate an- 
nually to sea. During migration, 
they will swarm in large numbers. 
into the sea unmindful of the ter 
ror they let loose on their way 

any adventurers have 
been left terror-stricken 
by crabs. Some sailors 
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were once found badly injured 
after an attack by crabs. Crabs 
will nibble clothes and boots too! 
LOBSTERS 

A lobster has a long tail. A 
crab has a short one. The lobster 
uses its tail for propulsion. The 
eggs of the lobster are attached 
to the mother's tail. The little ones 
attach themselves to the mother’s 
tail for sometime after their birth. 
The mother lobster gathers her lit- 
tle ones to her like chicks to a hen. 
When she senses danger, she rat- 
tles her big claws and they scut- 
tle under her. The mother ensur- 
ing that all her babies are safe will 
retreat under a rock, 

The sea lobster is greenish 


blue. Hunters catch lobsters in 
wicker baskets. The wicker bas- 
ket contains fish or flesh as bait 
The lobsters are attracted to it by 
smell. Once inside the basket, the 
lobsters may bite off the claws of 
other lobsters for survival 

Crayfish are fresh-water 
cousins of crabs. They feed on 
worms, insects, small frogs, fish 
and vegetation. The lobster lays 
as many as 1,00,000 eggs in a 
season. The crayfish lays 200 
eggs in a season. It takes five 
years for a crayfish to mature 
They live for 15 years after 
maturity. The crayfish lays its 
eggs in winter which hatch in 
spring 





NOT SO FAMOUS! 
OBERT PEARY 
This American naval officer wanted to become famous and reaching the north pole 
‘seemed to him the best way of achieving this goal. He spent years observing the 
Eskimos, and then made numerous attempts toreach the Pole, He finaly succeeded 








‘on 6 Apni,1909accam- 
panied byfour Eskimos 
and his black servant. 
AA biter cisappoint- 
‘ment awaited him on 
his retum, An adven- 
turer FA, Cook, daimed 
to have reached the 
‘North Pole a year be- 
fore him and for along 
time opinion was di- 
Vided on this issue. 
When recognition 
came atlast, the era of 
‘Arctic exploration was 
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already over. 
J. Disney 


or 












‘Smiling takes: 
only 17 muscles 
while it takes 43 
eS 
Aye 
@ The tiny 
islandof Sark 
in the Chan- 
nel Islands is 
‘one of the most 


peaceful 
places in Brit 
ain where the 
police force 
has just 10of- 

fioers. 


© Thereare 639 
muscles in our 
body. They con: 

tain 6x10" mus 

cle fibres and 

each fibre con- 
sists of 1,000 sepa- 
rate minute threads 
called fibrils, 

© The world's soft- 
estand lightest wood 
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isbalsa. weighs 
‘only half as much 
as the cork and 
grows quickly at 
the rate of 10 feet 
each year. 

@ Mohammed 
is the most common first name on 
earth, 

e Fredrick William, 
King of Prussia, gave 
the 30,000 soldiers in 
his army a treat in 
1730. He ordered a 
24-foot 
square cake 





















which needed 
eighthorsesto de- 
liver it. The recipe 
included a ton of 
butter, 5,000eggs. 
and.200 gallons of 











mk, 

© When Japanese General 
Nagoaka shavedoffhis 19-inch mous- 
tache in 1933, it was given 
a special funeral service. 

@ When a silkworm 
makes its cocoon it spins 
more than 800 yards of silk 
in one unbroken length. 

¢ Baby hippos are born 

under- 
water, 
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VIEWPOINT 


Cheating, 
Cheating! 














[am in Xil standard. | 
feel very upset when stu- 
dents resort to copying dur- 
ing school exams. Our 
teachers turn a blind eye to 
the whole episode, 

Students exchange an- 
swer papers and discuss 
before writing out the answers when 


the invigilator goes out of the class. 
"If copying were allowed inthe board supposed to set an example to 


exams, I'd myself tell you tocopy,"a other classes. If they cheat 

teacher once commented. wouldn't they be setting a poor ex- 
Isn't this setting a bad precedent ample to follow? 

for students? Friends of mine from 

other schools also have the same 

problem. XII standard peer are 


Yet, many HWE You, many children work long 
Working children hours in poor surroundings, Par- 
ents don't consider this inhuman 


Children below 14 must re- They are money-makers and an 
ceive education according to law. asset that can be exploited. 

Are children really 
God's gift? Are they se- 
ally the future citizens of 
India? If so, why are they 
being neglected and ex- 
ploited, despite so many 
laws against child 
labour? 












Veena Raj, 
Xil std.,KV, Mumbai 







B.BaneethaPreethi, 
Secunderabad. 
Dear Baneetha, please 

send your age and name 

of your school. 
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Divine Relations 


Parents remain beacons all 
their life. They share their chil- 





dren's joys and sorrows. Many ==——— 


children do not realise their par- 
ent’s tough routines. They 
squander time and money on 
trivial pursuits. They are dis- 
loyal to their parents. 

Parents bring us up, feed us, 
clothe us, spend lavishly on us 
because they love us. Should 
we not live upto their expecta- 
tion? Isn't it our foremost duty 
to take care of them when we 
grow up? They perform the role 
of a teacher and guide and nur- 
ture our life so that we can have 
a secure future. 

V. Rahul, age 13, 
Devamatha Central School, 
Bangalore 


Dull students? 


lt we score 60-70% we are 
considered dull in studies. My 
friend was scolded severely for 
scoring 45 in physics and 56 in 
chemistry, in an exam 

His parents may be right. But 
why should all of us score 90? 


VIEWPOINT 





Edison was a school dropout. 
He gave the world electricity. 
Churchill was thrown out of 
school because he was poor in 
all subjects except english. 

My friend could be talented 
in something else. Exams only 
end up as a test of our memory 
retention capacity. 

Talents like music and poetry 
are rarely discovered in 
schools.Instead of pushing a 
child to score 90 in school ex- 
ams would it not be better to 
develop a child's talent? We 
would have excellent players, 
athletes and painters, then. Not 
dropouts and poor performers 
in academics 

S. Ganesh, XB, 
M. Venkat Subba Rao MHSS, 
Chennai 


n 


'y septuagenarian grandfa 
ther is a retired govern- 
ment officer. Often he re- 


cals to us his childhood. It must have 
been very interesting to be a child 
during his days. 

He says he could buy ten kilos of 
rice for one rupee. Now it costs Rs. 
160. 

He often tells us how with a pal- 
try salary of Rs. 17 he was able to 
save 100 gold sovereigns and con- 
struct a house too. 

The British ruled India then. The 
pencils and rubbers were ‘English 
made’ 

‘The raw materials came from In- 
dia and the finished goods were sold 


lenvy my 


GRANDPA 





back to us. There were no big dams 
or industries to harness river water 
and improve our agricultural yield. 


was thrilled when he told me that 

he had seen Gandhiji, Nehru, 
Netaji, Sarojini Naidu and Patel. 
‘They had watched Queen Elizabeth 
and Lord Mountbatten go in a pro- 
cession in Madras. 

They were obedient children who 
sported tilak when they went to 
school. My grandfather even wore 
his hair in a tuft. He played hockey 
and football while my grandmother's 
hobby was playing tennikoit. Cricket 
was not as popular then, as itisnow. 

There were no radios or TVs or 
any other electronic gadgets either. 
When a neighbour brought home a 
radio, my grandfather 
heard the magic box 
singing and talking. His 
‘mouth fell open 

Students did not 
participate in strikes or 
ragging or in any kind 
of indiscipline. 

My grandfather lived 
in a pollution - free, 
trouble-free world. 1 
envy him. 














R. Lakshmi 
‘Narasimhan, 
age 11, 

Naval PS, 
Visakhapatnam. 
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1) Germany 
2) 21 

3) Barometer 

4) Equador 

5) Sir James Dewar 
6) Jesse Reno 

7) Tasmania 

8) Mercury 


9) The Bronte sisters 


10) Brazil 
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2)18 

3) EVIL 
4) EAT 

5) SURE 
6) PART 
7) SAVE 
8) APT 

9) RUIN 
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Ajith G. Pai, age 15, 
q St. Mary's English Medium, 
Udupi 
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Have you ever wondered 
how poisonous the silver 
grey powder is? 


The 


childr 








n below fourteen 
working to make these 


crackers! 


very time Diwali comes,it comes 

with a bang. And it never ends 

with a whimper. There is plenty 
of noise and plenty of lights to cope 
with, Not to mention accidents and 
burn injuries. Yet, these are not the 
reasons why we 
should think twice 
about playing with 
fireworks. 

Have you ever 
opened the wrapper 
of a flowerpot or 2 
“zamin chakkar’? In- 
side the colourful 
wrapper you will ind 
a roll of newspaper. 
Inside this is a silver 
grey powder filling. 
‘This is the essence of 
a cracker. You would 
hear the adults inces- 
santly warning to 
wash your hands be- 
fore you eat Diwali 
goodies. More often 
than not, many of us 
may get a tight slap 
when we forget to 
wash up. 

Have you ever 
wondered how poi- 
sonous this silver 
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grey powder is? There are plenty of 
young children, below fourteen work 
ing to make these wonderful crackers. 
Every cracker that is lit in India comes 
from Sivakasi, a small non-descript 
town in Tamil Nadu. It is a dry region 
with litle scope for agriculture, Most 
of the hamlets around the town of 
Sivakasi boasts of child labour. 
Sivakasi isthe manufacturing unit of 
match boxes and match sticks. People 
in many houses of this small town and 





families around this town work in fire- 
‘work units. The firework units do not 
adhere to strict labour rules. Most of 
them are housed close to each other 
and children often work long hours for 
‘want of money and a decent living, 


iteracy programmes to educate 

these children have made little im- 
pact. Some children do want to get out 
of this quagmire. But it will be a long 
‘and arduous road for them.Almost all 
‘women in the poorer sections of the 
town make match sticks and crackers 
in their house itself, though it is very 
dangerous.The cracker and the match 





stick industries are a cottage industry 
here. 

Sivakasi is known as the little Japan 
of India. Japan is known for its 
hardworking men and women. Sivakasi 
has men, women and children work- 
ing all round the clock. 

Children here would love to go to 
school, Educated and better provided 
children question the right to carry 
heavy burdens to school in the form 
of books and notebooks. Here are 
children who would like to run from 
these cracker units. They would like 
to study,educate themselves and make 


16 


a decent living for themselves. 

There are schools and colleges in 
Sivakasi. But itis not affordable for the 
poor. Besides,most adults around here 
believe that child inthe family means 
more money for the family. 


$ ince these units are housed in poor 
conditions, accidents are very com- 
mon. Many children die in such acci- 
dents. 

‘What can the better placed among. 
us do to help these children? There are 
people who suggest banning crackers 
and fireworks, Yet, such resolutions 
have not taken firm roots.Can you im- 
agine a Diwali without fireworks? In 
fact, even dreaming of a drab Diwali is, 
impossible. 

Most parents often tell their chil- 
dren not to squander money on crack- 
ers. Most children pretend not to have 
heard them. Are we right? Do we re- 
alise how many young children are 
working in Sivakasi and in the small 
hamlets around the town to bring out 
these crackers? 

They breathe in toxic air day in and 
day out. Should we play with fireworks 
at the expense of the health and life of 
boys and girls like us out there? 

Find the letters appearing thrice tr 
this grid, and make outa (de tightfl 
cord. The last letter ts given for you 















Y 
I. Yuva Krishna, age 13, Chennai - 1 
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! riya’s Day’ by Cathy 

P Spagnoli is a day-to-day 

incident in the life of a 

‘small girl, Priya. Priya is a village 

child who chases butterflies and 
helps her mother. 

The story teaches children to 
use their hands to re-enact the 
entire story by themselves. That 
a message can be easily con: 
veyed by means of a story is 
reinforced by this story. 

Available in two lan- 
guages - English and Tamil, 
it is priced Rs. 92. It has been 
published by - Tulika, 7, Prithvi 
Avenue,  Abhiramapuram 
Chennai 18 

“THERE’S ANOTHER WAY" is. 
a collection of short stories by 
various authors. The stories re- 
volve around young children and 
their problems. Modern day chil- 
dren face a different set of prob- 
lems. They have to fit into a fast 
changing world. Divorce, bullying 
in school, male chauvanism 
(gang - rivalry) in college are the 
themes of these stories. 
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FOR YOUR 
BOOKSHELF 


These stories question the val- 
ues of the modern world. It is a 
world torn with strife, We are wit- 
ness to a new generation of 
young people. The stories are 
aimed at teenage readers. 
Brought out by Madhuban 
Books Limited, a group of Vikas 
Publishing House, it is priced 


PERSONALITY 


until Charles Darwin's 
OLf' vgn of Specie’ was 
‘published people believed 


that life had been created by god. 
Animals and lesser developed 
beings were the result of man’s sins 
in his previous birth. 

The Bible formed the base for all 
theory regarding life on earth. 
‘Adam and Eve were made by God; 
and Noah had rescued one animal 
from each species when the earth 
was engulfed by flood. 

Charles Darwin questioned 
these beliefs, His book created 
furore, Darwin was not the first to 
expound the theory of evolution. 
Others before him had said 
something to this effect. It was not 
accepted, Only Darwin was 
successful in his attempt. 

Darwin was born in 1809. He 
struggled hard to earn a degree 
from Christ College, Cambridge 





(day ou ecbr aad fn wit a Uae let, 
student, por i Balth wet this: 


My frntans angen, Phe pert 








vam bn” 
5 Soraya, at 
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University. After that he set sail in 
search of answers to birth of life on 
earth, 

When he returned to England, 
he had with him notes on primitive 
quadrupeds in South America, He 
had studied fossils and rocks. He 
concluded that different life forms 
on earth were the offspring of the 


‘ORIGIN 


or SPECIES’ 


natural process of evolution. 


Of canchuded dat all different 
JU life forms originally belonged 
to a simple evolutionary process. It 
was governed by the cosmic world 
and its cycle of changes, 


o ~ 
SS 


Di! 


‘Teacher : Which is more useful tous, the 
sun or the moon? 
Student : The moon; because it gives us 
light during night. 
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—————— 
Darwin was taken aback 
when he read the article. It 


consisted of the gist of 
Darwin's theory of evolu- 
tion. The article did not 
exhibit solid facts. Darwin's 


“The origin of species by 
means of natural selection” 
was published on Novem- 
ber 24, 1859, He explained 
his theory under two 
headlines - “Natural Selec 
tion” and “Survival of the 
fitcest.” 
Darwin died in 1882, 
Even today, his theory of 
evolution remains the basis 
for all research in genetics and 
other life-related subjects, 








sed Disney 


With his notes he set about 
writing the story of life on earth. At 
first he had only facts to write 


Compiled from World Famous 
Discoveries by 





about. Further research yielded an LR. Phanindra, age 17, 
unpublished article by a fellow | PUC, BEL Preuniversity 
scientist College, Bangalore 


Father «What ave you 
Sen « Homeworks 
LC and LICE bert 

Father + Tho sme pole wos gel 


seas It yeoes cl, Hh il ne the 
















Mother: Why did you pray to god? 
Sundar ; So that he makes Bangalore the 
PF) Capital of India. 
Mother : Why? What's wrong with Delhi? 





Sundar : Nothing, except that today have 
en Bangalore is the capital of India, 
Vilay, M.N., age 14, 
St. Anne’s High School, 
Hiriyur 
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Results of contest no. 3 
Only six children have sent the 
right answers, The answers we were 
looking for are - 
1) Basket Ball 2) Volley Ball 
3) Lawn Tennis 4) Table Tennis 
All these 
Each winner will be sent Rs.17_ by 
MoO 











Winners 
1, S. Nagasri, VIG, SBOA, Chennai 
AVIA. 
Vidhya Mandir, Chennai 
3. R. Ramya VII C 
Cluny Convent HS. Bai 
‘a Narasimhan, 
1D-3/3382, Vasant Kunj, N. Delhi 
5. S. Sowmya , aze I 
Velankanni MHSS, Chennai 








galore. 















Ment 
lentify 
ly his creature 
Paste this coupon on your answer 
and send it to us. Last date; Nov 
os 


10, 
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